Ministry of Justice
Directorate General for Prevention, Youth and Punishment

Department of Prevention and Punishment Policy

To the Chairman of the Lower House

Postbus 20018

2500 EA Den Haag

Section: Punishment and Rehabilitation

Date: 2 April 2008
Our ref.: 5538809/08/DSP
Subject: Lucia de B
Supplementary to the Undersecretary for Justice’s letter dated 14 January 2008 (TK 31200 VI, nr. 100) to the House, we now inform you as follows:

As stated in the aforementioned correspondence, on 13 December 2007 the Undersecretary denied a petition (dated 29 October 2007) for a temporary suspension of sentence by Lucia de B. Lucia de B. founded this petition on two grounds: the findings of the CEAS report (Commission for Evaluation of Closed Criminal Cases) and the possibility of a subsequent order for judicial review, and her health.
The denial was partly based on the conclusion of the Attorney General of the Supreme Court of the Netherlands that the findings of the CEAS report in themselves provided insufficient
cause for an order for review and that further investigation would need to be instigated.
As stated in the aforementioned correspondence, on 20 December 2007 Lucia de B. lodged an appeal against the Undersecretary’s decision with the Appeal Committee of the Board for the Administration of Criminal Justice and Child Protection (Raad voor Strafrechtstoepassing en Jeugdbescherming - RSJ). On 26 February 2008, the Appeal Committee declared the appeal unfounded (07/3544/GV).

Lucia de B. was sentenced to life imprisonment by the Amsterdam Court of Justice on 13 July 2006 (LJN AY3864).
As a result of the CEAS report dated 19 October 2007, the Procurator General of the Supreme Court of the Netherlands instituted further investigation into a specific part of the criminal case.

By letter dated 26 March 2008, the Board of Procurators General informed the
Minister for Justice of the provisional conclusion of the Procurator General of the Supreme Court that the investigation casts serious doubt on the safety of Mrs. De B's conviction in this case. The Procurator General proposes to submit an order for review to the Supreme Court within one month. Furthermore, he also recommends that the Board of Procurators General consider the temporary suspension of Mrs. De B’s sentence, in accordance with the provisions of article 570b of the Penal Regulations (Sv). In his letter, the Board of Procurators General abide by the recommendation, referring to the findings of this investigation.
In view of the recommendation of the Board of Procurators General, the Undersecretary for Justice, by virtue of her office, has decided to grant Lucia de B. a temporary suspension of
sentence, commencing 2 April 2008, for a period of three months. After this period has lapsed, it will be considered whether grounds exist for an extension.
 
The minister for Justice




The Undersecretary for Justice
Latest News:

Undersecretary suspends Lucia’s sentence with immediate effect 
"In view of the recommendations of the Board of Procurators General, the Undersecretary for Justice has decided to suspend Lucia de B’s sentence for a period of three months from April 2nd, 2008. Following this term, it will be considered whether grounds exist for a possible extension."
The Minister for Justice, The Undersecretary for Justice 
Letter by the Minister in (pdf file)
Press release by the Procurator General of the Supreme Court
Today, the report on the enquiry conducted by the Attorney General of the Supreme Court, G. Knigge LL.M, was presented to the Chairman of the Board of Procurators General. The enquiry dealt only with the conviction of Mrs. de B for the murder of an infant by administering an overdose of digoxin, as the CEAS (Committee Evaluation Closed Criminal Cases) concluded a novum to have been submitted in respect of this conviction. 
The main conclusion drawn by the Attorney General is that the argumentation to prove digoxin poisoning that was put forward by the Court, is untenable. The Attorney General is drawing up an order for review of the case, aiming to submit the order to the Supreme Court within one month. In consultation with the Attorney General, the Procurator General has asked the Chairman of the Board of Procurators General to consider a recommendation that, pending further procedural developments, Mrs. de B is to be granted suspension of her sentence.
Course of future events: Once the order for review has been submitted, the Supreme Court will assess and decide on the order. No statements in respect of the period of time needed by the Supreme Court to decide in this case can be made by or on behalf of the Procurator General. Should the Supreme Court conclude that the conviction of Mrs. de B ought to be reviewed in part or in its entirety, a different court will re-examine the question as to whether she is guilty of the facts in respect of which the Supreme Court orders a review. 
NU.nl 2-4-2008 – Lucia de B. released temporarily
